
Shoal Creek Elementary School Media Center  
 

ABOUT YOUR LIBRARY 

Your library houses many kinds of books and resources.  Most books are organized into the following 

categories:  

 Fiction – Chapter books: organized by the author’s last name 

 Easy – Picture books: organized by the author’s last name 

 Biography – Factual books about people: organized by the subject’s last name (e.g. books about 

Martin Luther King, Jr. would be organized alphabetically under “King”) 

 Nonfiction – Factual books organized numerically by subject, using the Dewey Decimal System 

 Reference – Factual books that cover many subjects (dictionaries, encyclopedias, atlases…): 

organized numerically by subject; using the Dewey Decimal System 

 We also have teacher resources and professional publications, parent resources, and class sets 

of books. 

See the library map on the website for locations all types of books. 

ABOUT YOUR LIBRARY CATALOG 

Your online library catalog lists all of the books and materials that are contained in the Shoal Creek 

Media Center.  Call numbers listed in the catalog, and located on the spines of our books, will guide you 

to location of books in our library.  For example, a book with the call number “E BRO” will be in the 

“Easy” picture book section of our library and shelved alphabetically with the “BRO’s”.  The following are 

examples of call numbers listed on spine labels on our books: 

 

 

 

 

 

 E – Easy (Picture Books) 

 F – Fiction (Chapter Books) 

 A Number – Nonfiction (arranged by subject) 

 E plus a number – Easy Nonfiction (arranged by subject) 

 PRC – Parent Resource Center 

 R – Reference 

 P – Professional (Teacher Resources) 

 

Many call numbers include an AR level.  This is the book’s reading level as determined by our 

Accelerated Reading Program.  
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Shoal Creek Elementary School Media Center  
 

The Dewey Decimal System 

Nonfiction and reference books in the library are organized according to Dewey Decimal Categories.  For 

example, if you look in the catalog for a book about dogs, the book’s call number would be “636.7,” and 

a book about cats would have the call number “636.8.”  Below are the general Dewey categories: 

 000’s– General Information books 

 100’s – Philosophy and Psychology 

 200’s – Religion 

 300’s – Social Sciences 

 400’s – Language and Grammar 

 500’s – Math and Natural Science 

 600’s – Applied Science and Technology 

 700’s – The Arts 

 800’s – Literature and Rhetoric 

 900’s – Geography and History 

 

Accelerated Reader and Renaissance Home Connect 

The Reading Renaissance Accelerated Reader program (AR) is a popular computerized reading program 
used in schools throughout the United States.  AR aims to supplement reading instruction.  The program 
provides reading comprehension practice by quizzing students about literal text meaning in children’s 
literature.  
 
 Before participating in AR, students take the STAR reading comprehension test, which gives students a 
Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) reading level range.  Books within this recommended range should 
be difficult enough to challenge students and allow growth, but easy enough for students to have 
success.  Teachers monitor student quizzing and adjust ZPD ranges to best meet their students’ needs.  
 
Once students know their reading level range, they take quizzes on books that they have read and they 
earn points for their success.  The amount of points earned per quiz varies depending on the length and 
reading level of the book.  Twice a year, students spend their AR points at the “AR Store” and buy fun 
prizes. The AR program at Shoal Creek motivates children to read independently, provides immediate 
feedback about success, and allows teachers to differentiate their reading instruction to meet individual 
student needs.   
 
Renaissance Home Connect is a tool that allows you and your child to log in to a web site and view your 
child’s Accelerated Reader progress. Parents can specify up to six email addresses to receive automatic 
updates in English or Spanish on your child’s math and reading progress. 
 
You can view Renaissance Home Connect from any computer with an Internet connection using these 
browsers: 
• Internet Explorer® 6.02 or later 
• Firefox® 2.x or later 
• Safari™ 2.0.3 or later 

Teachers and Media / Technology staff members can provide a student’s username and password for 

Renaissance Home Connect. 

 


